
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

6 May, 2009 - 29 May, 2009
Item 5a: Otterburn Hall:  The Chairman will present an up-to date report on all ongoing issues related 
to Otterburn Hall.  With regard to the footpaths in the Hall grounds, the following letter was received 
from Northumberland County Council (NCC):

Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981
Applications for a Definitive Map Modification Order
Parish of Otterburn: Otterburn Hall
At its meeting on Friday, 15 May, 2009, the County Council's Rights of Way Committee considered the Parish 
Council's applications to add to the Definitive Map and Statement a number of public rights of way in the vicinity of 
OtterburnHall. The Committee resolved that:

There is sufficient evidence to justify that public footpath rights have been reasonably alleged to 
exist over the routes and the proposals be included in a future Modification Order.

It is envisaged that the routes will be included in a Definitive Map Modification Order as soon as is reasonably 
practicable. When the legal Order is made, the parish council, as applicant, will be served with notice, by registered 
post, and will have a minimum period of 42 days within which to make formal representations / objections.

This decision does not in itself mean that the paths have been determined to be public rights of way. It is merely 
recognition, by the County Council, that, public footpath rights have been alleged to exist, and that the matter 
ought, therefore, be progressed to the legal Order making stage. The paths will not be legally recorded on the 
Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way as public footpaths until a Definitive Map Modification Order has been 
made, and subsequently confirmed.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information.  
Signed John McErlane; Definitive Map Officer

Item 5b: Construction of Mill Path:  You will have seen that the path and fencing have now been 
completed.  All of the invoices associated with the work have been paid.  I have written to the 
landowners, thanking them for the gift of the land, and to the two individuals who promised 
contributions towards the cost of the project.  Early in June, I will be starting to plan a formal opening 
event.

Item 6b: Accounts to 31 March, 2009: These were tabled at the last meeting and I attach another copy 
for your attention.  You will be asked to approve the accounts at the meeting.

Item 6c: Audit to 31 March, 2009:  You will be asked to approve the Statement of Accounts and the Annual  
Governance Statement at the meeting.

Item 6d: Parish Council Insurance 2009/10: Following your agreement at the last meeting I asked for a 
quotation for the National Parish Council Insurance Scheme operated by Norwich Union.  I am pleased 
to say that the quotation offered considerably better terms, including risks not previously covered, all at a 
greatly reduced premium of £377.45.  It was also possible to reduce the premium further to £358.58 by 
agreeing to a three year contract for the cover.  In all, this represents a saving of £120 on the premium 
being sought by the previous insurer.  After discussing this with the Chairman and Vice Chair it was 
agreed that I should proceed with the new cover.  This has been done and the Parish Council insurance, 
including those risks associated with the Millennium Green, will commence on 1 June, 2009.

Item 6e: Request for donation from St. John’s church for the graveyard extension:  I received a 
letter seeking a donation before the last meeting of the Parish Council but discussion was deferred to the 
forthcoming meeting.  The letter reads:

On behalf of St John's Church sub committee I am writing to ask if the Parish Council would consider giving a 
grant towards the new Churchyard extension, the cost of which is estimated at £20,000. The work is becoming 
urgent as the number of available burial plots in the existing churchyard is down to 5 or 6.  I would be most 
grateful if you could put this to the Council at your next meeting.  Signed Margie Duffy, Secretary, St. John’s Church 
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Item 6f: Request for donation from Otterburn First School Breakfast Club: The following has been 
received from Deborah Brady, Secretary of Otterburn First School PTA:

Otterburn First School started running a Breakfast Club in January 2009. The club runs from 8 a.m. until the start of 
school and pre-school. It runs on three days a week and provides breakfast and activities for pre-school and school age 
children.

The PTA worked hard with the school and North Tynies to set up this facility and it has already enabled parents to 
continue working, start training and to consider moving to our village. The breakfast club has been successful and 
popular, with 9 children attending overall, which is almost a quarter of Otterburn School. In addition, more parents are 
planning to start using it in September.

The attendance at the club over the Christmas to Easter term has been 3 or 4 children on most of the 3 available days. 
For the club to be financially viable we need to have 5/6 children at all three sessions (or 15/18 places a week overall, 
depending on whether the children are preschool or school). As the club has not achieved this number it is currently 
not financially viable and so, unfortunately, North Tynies are not planning to run it in September.

North Tynies are a non-profit making organisation and, although operating to serve the community, they are not able 
to run the club at a loss; however small. There are two situations in which North Tynies have agreed to continue the 
club next year; if parents make enough bookings to fill all the places by this May half term or if the PTA secure 
funding to pay for the 'missing1 places. We are very unlikely to have all places booked by then, so the PTA is seeking 
funding.

Otterburn PTA is seeking to raise £500 to fund the 'missing' places for the first year, after which time the club should 
have become self-sustaining. There is a lot of interest but it takes time for parents to adjust to different childcare. Only 
once the care is available can they seek work or training.

Many parents have expressed great disappointment that the club may close, both those using it now and those planning 
to use it in the future. The PTA feel it would be a great shame to loose this facility, especially as it is so close to being 
financially viable; quite an achievement with our small catchment. We feel it offers parents so much more opportunity 
in terms of work and training and being able to access these further afield. Some children from Otterburn currently 
attend schools 20+ miles out of catchment, which do have childcare, to enable the parents to work, which highlights 
the growing demand for early morning childcare. Whilst it is difficult for any of us to say what future needs might be, 
losing the club now would jeopardise any future reinstatement. Furthermore, it is also hoped to extend the club to 
five days a week in the future as requirements develop.

We are so close to the club being viable, yet also so close to losing it. The PTA are seeking funding from local 
Parish Councils, from the extended school pyramid and are planning a raffle and summer fair to raise PTA funds. 
We would greatly appreciate any financial assistance you might be able to give us. If you were able to give us 
£100/200 this would be a large step towards being able to keep the club.

Thank you very much for your time and interest. Signed Deborah Brady, Secretary, Otterburn First School PTA

Item 8a: Changes to Mobile Library Service: I have received the following advising of changes in the 
mobile library service:

As you will be aware Northumberland County Council is facing substantial budget difficulties for 2009/10 and has 
been forced to make service amendments. One part of this is the reduction of the mobile fleet from five vehicles to 
four, with an associated revision of routes and stops.

Instead of the current two weekly route rota, in future large villages will receive a lengthy visit once every week, but 
smaller villages and hamlets will be visited every three weeks. The loan period in all cases will be three weeks, in 
common with branch libraries. It has also been necessary to change the day and / or the time in some cases, though as 
far as possible this has been kept to a minimum.

I attach a copy of the routes for your own part of the County for your information. Posters informing residents of days 
and times will be provided for village notice boards.

The new routes will begin on Monday, 27 April, 2009 as Week 3 Route 11.

In our view this pattern will provide a better overall service for users of the mobile library and we will run this for six 
months and then review the service and comments received in October.  
Signed Marguerite Gracey, County Heritage & Library Manager

Emma Anderson
29 May, 2009
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